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Fifth Grade Summer Reading Program 

Bel Air Elementary- 2016 

 

The purpose of the PWCS Summer Reading Program is to encourage students to enjoy quality literature and to continue 
developing their independent reading skills. Student participation in the program is voluntary. Students who choose to 
participate in the program are required to complete a minimum of three books.  
 
Students in Fifth Grade who participate will complete a list of books read. The documentation is to include the name of 
the author, the title of the book, an explanation of the general topic or plot of the book, and a parent or guardian 
statement that the student has completed the reading.  
 
For Fifth Grade students who participate in Prince William County Public Library's Summer Reading Program, the 
Public Library documentation will apply. Students will receive an extra “A” (100) for each book completed, for a total of 
three. The summer reading documentation will be submitted by the student by the end of the first week of school.  

The following titles are suggestions for summer reading. Other books selected by the student with guidance from a 
parent/guardian and/or librarian may be used. Participation in the PWC Public Library Summer Reading Program and its 
documentation is also acceptable. 
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PWCS Fifth Grade Summer Reading Program 

Suggested Reading 

The following titles are suggestions for summer reading. Other books selected by the student with guidance from a parent/guardian 
and/or librarian are also acceptable. Participation in the PWC Public Library Summer Reading Program and its documentation are 
also acceptable.  

 

Titles with a ** in front of them are on the 2016-2017 Virginia Readers Choice list, a voluntary program in which Bel Air 

participates.  Titles on this list are from the Elementary (3-5) list.  Their reading levels and maturity levels vary.   
Please read the annotations to know if the book is appropriate for your child.  Bel Air students who participate need to 
read a minimum of 4 books on the VRC list in order to vote in April. 

 

Author Title 
Pub. 
Date 

Annotation 

Barnett, Mac 

and  John, Jory  

** Terrible Two 2015 When master prankster Miles Murphy moves to sleepy Yawnee Valley, he 

challenges the local, mystery prankster in an epic battle of tricks but soon the two 

join forces to pull off the biggest prank ever seen. 

Clement, 

Andrew  

**  Map Trap 2014 Sixth-grader Alton Barnes loves maps, and when his portfolio of secret maps is 

stolen, he begins getting notes with orders that he must obey to get the maps back 

but, with the help of a popular classmate, he just might succeed before his teacher, 

principal, or someone else learns he has been studying and mapping things about 

them. 

Davies, Nicola  **  The Lion Who 

Stole My Arm 

2014 After Pedru loses his arm in a lion attack, he vows revenge on the lion that made 

him unable to become a great hunter like his father, but questions his resolve when 

he gets the opportunity to work with animal researchers. 

Davis, Kathryn  **  Mr. Ferris and His 

Wheel 

2014 Capturing an engineer's creative vision and mind for detail, this fully illustrated 

picture book biography sheds light on how the American inventor George Ferris 

defied gravity and seemingly impossible odds to invent the world's most iconic 

amusement park attraction, the Ferris wheel. 

Greenwald, 

Tommy  

** Jack Strong Takes a 

Stand 

2013 Tired of being forced to participate in sports and take extra lessons and tutoring to 

become well-rounded in anticipation of college, middle-schooler Jack Strong 

stages a sit-in on his couch until his parents ease up. 
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Holm, Jennifer  ** Fourteenth Goldfish 2014 Ellie's scientist grandfather has discovered a way to reverse aging, and 

consequently has turned into a teenager--which makes for complicated 

relationships when he moves in with Ellie and her mother, his daughter. 

Larson, Kirby  ** Dash 2016 When her family is forced into an internment camp, Mitsi Kashino is separated 

from her home, her classmates, and her beloved dog Dash; and as her family 

begins to come apart around her, Mitsi clings to her one connection to the outer 

world--the letters from the kindly neighbor who is caring for Dash. 

Nye, Naomi 

Shihah  

**  Turtle of Oman 2014 When Aref, a third-grader who lives in Muscat, Oman, refuses to pack his suitcase 

and prepare to move to Michigan, his mother asks for help from his grandfather, 

his Siddi, who takes Aref around the country, storing up memories he can carry 

with him to a new home. 

Perkins, Lynne 

Rae  

**  Nuts to You 2016 After surviving being carried off by a hawk, a young squirrel resolves to find his 

way home, as his best friends begin their search for him. 

Tavares, Matt  ** Growing Up Pedro 2015 The love between brothers is key to Matt Tavares's tale of Dominican pitcher 

Pedro Martínez, from his days of throwing rocks at mangoes to his years as a 

major-league star. 

Anderson, M. 

T. 
Whales on stilts 2010 

Racing against the clock, shy middle-school student Lily and her best friends, 

Katie and Jasper, must foil the plot of her father's conniving boss to conquer the 

world using an army of whales. 

Balliett, Blue Chasing Vermeer 2004 

When seemingly unrelated and strange events start to happen and a precious 

Vermeer painting disappears, eleven-year-olds Petra and Calder combine their 

talents to solve an international art scandal. 

Banks, Lynne 

Reid 

I, Houdini : the 

autobiography of a self-

educated hamster 

2003 

A boastful hamster with exceptional talent as an escape artist recounts his 

experiences chewing, wriggling, or squeezing his way out of various closed areas 

in his quest for the great Outside. 

 

Banks, Lynne 

Reid 

The Indian in the 

cupboard 

 

1980 

A nine-year-old boy receives a plastic Indian, a cupboard, and a little key for his 

birthday and finds himself involved in adventure when the Indian comes to life in  

the cupboard and befriends him. 

Cleary, 

Beverly 
Ramona the Brave 2006 

Ramona tries to cope with her mother's returning to work, monsters under her bed, 

and an unsympathetic first-grade teacher. 

Cleary, 

Beverly 
Runaway Ralph 1970  Humorous story of Ralph S. Mouse 
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Grabenstein, 

Chris 

Escape from Mr. 

Lemoncello’s library  

2013 Twelve-year-old Kyle gets to stay overnight in the new town library, designed by 

his hero (the famous gamemaker Luigi Lemoncello), with other students but finds 

that come morning he must work with friends to solve puzzles in order to escape 

Coman, 

Carolyn 
The Big House 2004 

When Ivy and Ray's parents are sent to jail, and left in the custody of their parent's 

accusers, they decide to look for evidence that will "spring" their parents. 

Dahl, Roald Matilda 1988 
Five-year-old genius Matilda finds it easy to get around her horrible parents; until 

she meets her match with Miss Trunchbull, the headmistress at her school. 

DeFelice, 

Cynthia C. 

The Ghost of Fossil 

Glen 
1998 

Allie knows it's not her imagination when she hears a voice and sees in her mind's 

eye the face of a girl who seems to be seeking Allie's help. 

DiCamillo, 

Kate 
Because of Winn-Dixie 2010 

 Ten-year-old India Opal Buloni describes her first summer in the town of Naomi, 

Florida, and all the good things that happen to her because of her big ugly dog 

Winn-Dixie. 

Curtis, 

Christopher 

Paul 

Watsons go to 

Birmingham-1963 
1995 

The ordinary interactions and everyday routines of the Watsons, an African-

American family living in Flint, Michigan, are drastically changed after they go to 

visit Grandma in Alabama in the summer of 1963. 

Fritz, Jean The cabin faced west 1987 
Ten-year-old Ann overcomes loneliness and learns to appreciate the importance of 

her role in settling the wilderness of western Pennsylvania. 

Fritz, Jean 
What's the big idea, 

Ben Franklin? 
1996 

A brief biography of the eighteenth-century printer, inventor, and statesman who 

played an influential role in the early history of the United States. 

Haddix, 

Margaret 

Peterson 

Found- The missing 

book 1 
2008 

When thirteen-year-olds Jonah and Chip, who are both adopted, learn they were 

discovered on a plane that appeared out of nowhere, full of babies with no adults 

on board, they realize that they have uncovered a mystery involving time travel 

and two opposing forces, each trying to repair the fabric of time. 

Hahn, Mary 

Downing 

Time for Andrew : a 

ghost story 
1994 

When he goes to spend the summer with his great-aunt in the family's old house, 

eleven-year-old Drew is drawn eighty years into the past to trade places with his 

great-great-uncle who is dying of diphtheria. 

Hurwitz, 

Johanna 
Class President 1990 

Julio hides his own leadership ambitions to help another candidate win the 

nomination for class president. 

Ibbotson, Eva 

The Secret of Platform 

13 

 

1999 

Odge Gribble, a young hag, accompanies an old wizard, a gentle fey, and a giant 

ogre on their mission through a magical tunnel from their Island to London to 

rescue their King and Queen's son who had been stolen as an infant. 

Jeffers, Susan 

Brother Eagle, Sister 

Sky:  A Message from 

Chief Seattle 

1991 
A Suquamish Indian chief describes his people's respect and love for the earth, and 

concern for its destruction. 
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Konigsburg, 

E.L. 

From the mixed-up 

files of Mrs. Basil E. 

Frankweiler 

2002 

Two suburban children run away from their Connecticut home and go to New 

York's Metropolitan Museum of Art, where their ingenuity enables them to live in 

luxury. 

LaFaye, A. Worth 2004 

After breaking his leg, eleven-year-old Nate feels useless because he cannot work 

on the family farm in nineteenth-century Nebraska, so when his father brings 

home an orphan boy to help with the chores, Nate feels even worse. 

Naylor, Phyllis 

Reynolds 

Roxie and the 

Hooligans 
2006 

Roxie Warbler, the niece of a famous explorer, follows Uncle Dangerfoot's advice 

on how to survive any crisis when she becomes stranded on an island with a gang 

of school bullies and a pair of murderous bank robbers. 

O’Dell, Scott 
Island of the Blue 

Dolphins 
1990 

Records the courage and self-reliance of an Indian girl who lived alone for 

eighteen years on an isolated island off the California coast when her tribe 

emigrated and she was left behind. 

Polacco, 

Patricia 
The Graves family 2003 

When the spooky Graves family moves to town and tries to fit in with the 

"normal" residents of Union City, everyone is in for a few surprises. 

Rockwell, 

Thomas 

How To Eat Fried 

Worms  
2006 Two boys set out to prove that worms can make a delicious meal. 

Ryan, Pam 

Munoz 
Esperanza Rising 2002 

Esperanza and her mother are forced to leave their life of wealth and privilege in 

Mexico to go work in the labor camps of Southern California, where they must 

adapt to the harsh circumstances facing Mexican farm workers on the eve of the 

Great Depression. 

Scieszka, Jon 
The frog prince, 

continued 
1991 

After the frog turns into a prince, he and the Princess do not live happily ever after 

and the Prince decides to look for a witch to help him remedy the situation. 

Snicket, 

Lemony 
The bad beginning 1999 

Tale of three likable, resilient, and unfortunate Baudelaire orphans, Violet, Klaus, 

and Sunny, in search of a home--stories that are literary and irreverent, hilarious 

and deftly crafted. 

Trivizas, 

Eugenios 

The three little wolves 

and the big bad pig 
1993 

An altered retelling of the traditional tale about the conflict between pig and wolf--

with a surprise ending. 

Wiles, 

Deborah 

Each Little Bird That 

Sings 
2005 

Comfort Snowberger is well acquainted with death since her family runs the 

funeral parlor in their small southern town, but even so the ten-year-old is 

unprepared for the series of heart-wrenching events that begins on the first day of 

Easter vacation with the sudden death of her beloved great-uncle Edisto. 

 


